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Curious Are= Drawn— 

, * . / 

To Hear Mrs. Oswald 



by JOE JANOFF 

01 tht W or It-Ttlegr am Mtalt 

Hours before Mrs. Margue* 

! rite Oswald was due to »p- ' 
[ pear at Town Hall last night 
! to defend her son, the crowd 
began to gather — the curi- 
ous, the credulous, the hos- 
tile, the ones with angles of 
their own. 

Most of them, including' 
the sprinkling of women who j 
wore mink and the men , 
clothed in cashmere, merely . 
wanted to hear what the j 
mother of the man accused*. 

' of slaying a President had j 
to aay. 4 

• "I guess like most people - 
here I’m lust curious," said * 
playwright Lillian Heilman. » 
i "I’m dying of curiosity, I 
just want to see what she 
looks like,” said Mrs. 
Liebling, widow 
writer. 

"I’m more curious 
[ this Mrs. Oswald than any 
, other aspect of the case,” j 
said a man who would iden- ' 
l tify himself only as an In- » 
v temational Business Ma-, 

• chines executive. , 

Ticket Moochers. Too • 

• As police formed the crowd i 
Into a line outside the hall • 

j on W. 43rd St. the ticket 
’ moochers who somehow can j 

• smell a sellout appeared. * 
“Got an extra ticket?" they j 
aaid softly as they moved] 

t up and down the line. They 1 
had little luck. j 

At the boxoffice, a girl : 
■said the appearance of Lee'j 
' Oswald’s mother and her . 
.lawyer, Mark Lane, had, - 
sold out the hall's 1500 seats ' 
.by 6:30 p.m. and hundreds] 
' otWQuld be buyer s had been ? 
:.turnefl»ay. 
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* Walking j>ack ar?S=r5Fthin 
front of the hall were those 

’ who had a special axe to 
’ grind. " ! 

Some causes were easily 
Identified — friends of the' 
National Guardian, the left.' 
wing weekly that sponsored 
Mrs. Oswald's appearance, ‘ 

. i were pushing that publica-' 
# tion. 

f Others were distributing . 
iterature that demanded 
stice in the Rosenberg- 
obeli case, or asked for the' 
instatement of five ex- 
iled supporters of the So-, 
jdalist Workers party. >'■ 
The crowd, orderly and.* 
even a little subdued outside 
the hall, brightened only 

• slightly when they took their ' 
seats and Mrs. Oswald and 

( Lane appeared on stage. 
Lane Plays Reoordiag 
Lane spoke first, and 
played a tape recording he ’ 
said had been made by a Dal- 
l t > .-.‘. --teacher istesft- j 
•- k * 
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L nessed the assassination of 
■ President Kennedy. The 
I woman said she had heard 
i shots come from an over* 

I pass ahead of the Presi* 
i dent’s car. Lane said this 
‘ meant the fatal shots had 
1 not come from the ware- 
I house In which police have 
; placed Oswald at the time 
\ of the slaying. He went on to 
•vilify the Federal Bureau of 
' llnvestigation, the S . e c r e t 
i Service and the Dallas pd- 
f' lice, and sat down to a pat- 
< ter of applause- 
f Mrs; Oswald, in » black, 

| two-piece dress, black shoes 
■ and stockings, her gray hair 
in a bun, got up end said an 
i injustice had been done, and 
1, that she would fight to cor- 

! 'rectlt „ 

I cannot help my son, 

1 she said. “He is gone and I 
. accept that fact, but the way 
1 in which he Js gone I will 
i never accept” 

1 Decribing herself as a 
{ ••humble" woman "who be 
lleves in the American way 
| of life,” she vowed that this 
' t ws.-^niy Jthe first«cS-=^ 



meetings. "There will t* 
more, all over the country. 

Seats for her app6aran« , 
were priced from $1.50 to $5 . 
The gross was estimated a^ 
56000, and rent for the hall; 

was $600. . — --■* 



